
Neonates: The first 72 hours

According to the theory of the disease triad, the impact of a pathogen on a host is
determined by aspects of the pathogen itself, the host, and the environment they are in. We are
able to control aspects of the environment and, to some extent, the host, in order to prevent
disease and illness. Common diseases seen in goat kids include hypoglycemia, hypothermia,
navel ill, pneumonia, diarrhea due to viruses, bacteria, or parasites, nutritional ailments, and
other chronic diseases such as mycoplasma and Johne’s disease. Appropriate management of
kids can reduce their risk of illness.

Many illnesses are passed from the dam to the offspring during parturition or shortly
after. For example, CAE, Johne’s disease, mycoplasma, and salmonella can be transmitted in the
colostrum and milk. Scrapie, Q. Fever, and chlamydia can be transmitted via the birth fluids. If a
dam is known or suspected to have any of these diseases, kids should be prevented from
nursing or removed from the dam immediately. Kids can be monitored via infant video
monitors. Kidding areas should be kept clean, dry, and warm. To clean an area, dirt and debris
should be removed, soap used and adequately rinsed, and the area sufficiently dried. When
disinfecting, be sure to use the right chemical and the right concentration for the appropriate
amount of time. If does are housed together and one or more aborts, pregnant does should be
moved away and aborted does left in the contaminated area and isolated for three to four
weeks. Products of the abortion should be removed immediately.

Following parturition, kids can be placed in nursery tubs where their breathing is
monitored, they are dried off, and their umbilicus is dipped in a appropriately diluted solution.
Then, kids can be placed into ‘kid condos’, where they are housed in sibling groups of 2-4 kids
each for 10-14 days. This allows sibling groups to be isolated from other kids, ensuring easy
isolation of each group is any gets sick. Areas should be kept warm and dry by utilizing heat
lamps and heated floors, wind barriers, and clean, dry bedding. Adequate ventilation and
appropriately sized housing is also essential to the prevention of illness. At two weeks of age,
groups of no more than ten kids can be put together, first by age, then by size.

Colostrum not provided by the dam must come from a clean source and should be heat
treated appropriately. Kids can receive Heat treated cow colostrum and colostrum replacers but
should not be given colostrum supplements. Kids should be fed 10% of their body weight in the
first feeding, which should take place within two hours of birth and 20% of body weight within
24 hours. If lamb-bar or mob feeding is utilized for milk, meals should be given two to three
times per day. If free choice cold milk is given, there should be one nipple per three kids and the
milk replacer chosen must be suitable for ad lib feeding. Alternatively, automated feeders can
be used and the temperature is often adjustable. Regardless of method used, it is important to
replace the nipples and tubing on a regular basis to prevent bacterial biofilms from forming.

Any person cleaning kidding areas risks exposure to infectious agents. Thus, they should
wear the following Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): gloves, protective clothing, boots, and
N95 masks.



There are several records and identifications that can and should be utilized. Temporary
ID of kids should include their dam, date of birth, and their ID or tattoo number. Records can
include IgG measured in the colostrum of the dam and the IgG measured in the kids. Records of
routine disease surveillance can include serology reports and milk cultures and any necropsies
done.


